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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

Membership 
On March 1, 2005, David J. Himmelberger was re-elected and Katherine L. Babson, Jr., was 
elected to serve three-year terms on the Board of Selectmen.  
Owen H. Dugan was elected on June 14, 2005, to fill the unexpired term of Peter W. 
Gubellini, who resigned in March 2005. From July 1, 2004 – June 27, 2005 the Board was 
organized as follows: Vincent Juliani, Jr., Chairman, Peter W. Gubellini, Vice Chairman, 
and David Himmelberger, Secretary. On June 27, 2005, the Board was reorganized as 
follows: Harriet S. Warshaw, Chairman, Katherine L. Babson, Jr., Vice Chairman, and 
Vincent Juliani, Jr., Secretary. 
 
R. Arnold Wakelin, Jr. 
The Town of Wellesley suffered a great loss with the passing of Arnold Wakelin on 
November 8, 2004. Arnold began his long and illustrious career in Wellesley in 1957. He 
was appointed Town Comptroller in 1962 and served as such until 1978. In 1979 he was 
appointed Director of Financial Services. Finally in 1993 he was appointed Executive 
Director of General Government, a position he held until his death. 
 
Throughout his 47-year career in Wellesley, Arnold gave the Town unwavering leadership 
and a commitment to enhancing the lives of all Wellesley residents. He will be remembered 
as a man of deep integrity, selfless, and humble.  
 
Special Town Meeting – December 6, 2004 
Town Meeting approved the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of Walnut 
Street, River Street, and Cedar Street in Article 3. Installation of this signal is expected to 
begin during FY2006. 
 
The Board of Selectmen and the Wellesley Housing Development Corporation jointly 
sponsored Article 4 authorizing the sale of the Walnut Street Fire Station. The Walnut Street 
Fire Station will be converted into 3 residential units, with one designated as an affordable 
unit per Wellesley’s Affordable Housing Policy. 
 
Annual Town Meeting – March 28, 2005 
The 2005 Annual Town Meeting was convened on March 28, 2005 to act on the FY2006 
budget and other Town business. The Board sponsored and made motions on the following 
articles which were approved: 
 
Article 08 Omnibus Budget and Capital 

09 Set Salaries of Elected Officials 
36 Amend TBL – Article 19.7 Art Commission Appointments 
37 Amend TBL – Article 26.3 Town Clerk Duties 
38 Authorized/Unissued Loans 
40 Stabilization Fund 
44 Appoint Board Members as Fire Engineer 
45 Authorize MLP Payment as Estimated Receipt  

 
Special Town Meeting - June 13, 2005 
The Board of Selectmen successfully negotiated a development agreement with Eastern 
Development as part of the Linden Street Corridor Overlay District, which was approved 
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under Article 4. The Board sponsored Article 7 to create a separate position of Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 
FY06 Budget Process - Inter-Board Working Group 
This Group was appointed at the March 10, 2005 Inter-Board Meeting of all Town boards, 
committees, and commissions.  This group was charged with making recommendations to 
the Board of Selectmen regarding override options for the Town’s FY2006 Budget.  
 
FY06 Override Approach 
The Selectmen approved two ballot questions for the FY06 override election held on May 
10, 2005. The first question concerned a base override of $2,596,851 plus a number of items 
in a “basket” totaling $955,541. The second question was just the base override of 
$2,596,851. Voters approved the base override but not the “basket”. 
 
Scholarships  
The Board of Selectmen has announced that for the 2005/06 academic 
year, it was able to give 37 students financial assistance through 
scholarship funds administered by the Board. 
 
Seventeen students attending various colleges received scholarship awards totaling $14,000 
from the War Memorial Scholarship Fund. The award winners were Christopher Eich, 
Cyndle Clift, Ryan Moran, Ashley Julier, Cameron Nazeri, Christina Zani, Michael LaButti, 
Nicole Ciro, Shannon McNeill, Andrew Tanner, Eric Campbell, Moira Lix, Dakota Ryan, 
Meredith Fitzgerald, Alina Hicks, Gregory Arpino and the Named Award Winner, David 
Ma. 
 
Persons wishing to contribute to the War Memorial Scholarship Fund may send a check 
payable to War Memorial Fund, Selectmen's Office, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley, MA 
02482. 
 
The Selectmen also have the responsibility and privilege of selecting the Town Scholars who 
attend Wellesley College and who will receive tuition grants.  Town Scholars selected for 
the 2005/2006 academic year are Samantha Fields, Laura Hahn, Courtney Jacobs, Lisa 
McDonald, Alida Johnson, Alexandra C. Larschan, Taraneh Matin, Erin Ennis, Shabnam 
Sharbatoghlie, Lindsey Holiday, Solmaria Halleck, Tina Tam, Ziaoshi Jin, Stephanie White, 
and Stepheny Xiang. 
 
Town Scholars to Babson College are also chosen by the Board of Selectmen.  This year 
Nicholas Paine, Luis Restrepo, Cassandra Fradera and Jeffrey J. Petersen have been granted 
awards toward tuition. 
 
Margaret Starr was chosen to receive the Seldon and Nellie Brown Scholarship for Wesleyan 
University. 
 
Applications for next year's scholarships will be available in the Selectmen's Office at the 
Town Hall in the fall for a February 2nd deadline. 
 
 
 
 


